In vivo proton MR spectroscopy in uterine abscesses.
It is important to make a rapid diagnosis to provide appropriate treatment, however, specific diagnosis of causative organisms of pelvic abscesses on conventional MR imaging is difficult. MR spectroscopy provides metabolic information noninvasively, and has the potential to characterize etiology of the abscesses. The presence of acetate (Ac) peak with or without succinate (Suc) peak may suggest anaerobic bacterial infection, whereas the absence of Ac and Suc peaks in the spectra may suggest aerobic infection. This report describes two cases of uterine pyogenic abscesses, which showed Ac and Suc peaks on in vivo MR spectroscopy.